in the mean time been to Royston and back), finding that he could not prevent the inquiry from going on, took a step which tended to increase the suspicion against him. Being still at large, and still holding the seals of his office, he sent a pursuivant, accompanied b}r a constable and a locksmith, to the house of Weston's son, with a warrant " to search for bonds and writings concerning Mrs. Hynde ; " under pretense of which, " divers writings concerning Mrs. Turner" were seized and carried away. The Commissioners, seeing that Mrs. Turner was at the time the King's prisoner on a charge which was under investigation by the King's Commission, considered this so great a contempt that they at once ordered both Somerset and the Countess to keep their several chambers, and see nobody except their own necessary servants. And when they found that, in spite of this, the very next morning Somerset had endeavored to get a message conveyed to Mrs. Turner, they committed him to close custody under the charge of Sir Oliver St. John, All which having reported to the King on the 18th, they received a message from him the next day signifying approval of their proceedings, and encouraging them to prosecute the business.
So far the inquiry had been conducted with zeal, diligence, and discretion by all parties. The King had entrusted it to Commissioners unexceptionable in character and position, and given them full liberty of action. The Commissioners in dealing with it had followed the order prescribed by law, which required that the principal should be convicted before the accessory were tried, and regarded as principal not the man who contrives and procures, but the man who executes the deed. And though the evidence implicated the Somersets only as accessories, there can be no doubt that it fully justified
